
BIG PRAIRIE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 14, 2018

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Supervisor Wright.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Roll call showed the following Board members present: Wright, Baker, Scott, Thompson and 
Quinlan.

Motion by Quinlan seconded by Scott to approve the agenda as presented except to include 
Deputy Rood when he arrives, motion carried.

Motion by Thompson seconded by Scott to approve the minutes of the July regular meeting as 
received, motion carried.

Motion by Quinlan seconded by Baker to approve the minutes of the special meeting on July 
16th as received, motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report
Beginning balance 239,741.06
Income   34,681.40
Disbursements   16,470.61
Balance 257,951.85
Report filed for audit.

Correspondence was read.

Officer Rood, the new school assigned Officer for Newaygo Schools, arrived and spoke to the 
Board and residents on his job. His office is at the High School but he will be going to all the 
schools. He is also the truancy officer.

Zoning Ordinance Officer’s report was reviewed.

Planning Commission; adding the amendments to the current zoning ordinance was discussed. 
Baker to get a price from the attorney (office person) to do this. Wright will contact Jim Maike 
for regional development and Dan Moomey will contact Joe Seltzer (Brook’s Township) to get 
estimates.
The Planning Commission will set the date for the public hearing on the marihuana ordinance.

Fire dept. there were 16 runs for the month. The Hardy Dam project is on hold for 2019. On 
Friday the 17th of August, there will be a practice on the Dam failure. The clutch is out on the 
Dodge and needs replaced.



Board reports: Thompson thanked the Fire Dept. for inviting her to the picnic. Scott did the 
renewal of the Sam’s Registration for the Cemetery. Baker spoke on the election and the 
passing of the road mileage. A committee will be set up in September, consisting of 2 residents 
and the Board to discuss the 5 worst roads in the Township.

Comments: question on the proposed Verizon tower in the Township. The lease has been 
signed by the County. The lock for the basement door needs replaced. Marty to contact 
Newaygo Lock. Wright will contact Troy Township on picking up the picnic tables. Mr. Stedman 
has closed on the property at Rueh’s Plumbing and is in hopes of putting another business in 
there. Baker said there is a lot of interest in the pictures at the hall of the work on the dam and 
it would be nice to get some on them on the website.

Amendment to the budget: Motion by Baker seconded by Wright to add $5,000.00 to Board 
donations and decrease contingencies by $5000.00, motion carried.

Motion by Thompson seconded by Wright to approve and pay the Cemetery and General fund 
bills, motion carried.

The date for the cleanup is not set yet.

No further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Subject to Board approval Judith Baker, Clerk


